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Some Methodological Issues in Reading

Oracle-Bone Inscriptions
In Particular Reference to the Huayuanzhuang Locus
East Collection

Bulletin of Chinese Linguistics

Ken-ichi Takashima

Abstract

This paper discusses hermeneutics arising from a fastidious reading of Adam
C. Schwartz (2019) which is an English translation with commentary of
the Oracle-Bone Inscriptions from Yinxu Huayuanzhuang Locus East, one
of the most contextually cohesive, and archeologically well-documented,
collection of OBI (acronym of “oracle-bone inscriptions”) unearthed to date.
The paper underscores the importance of methodology of reading OBI. It will
be seen that Schwartz’s book suffers from the lack of disciplined application
of any particular persuasion. It is, in this sense, disappointing, though there
is much else in the book that offers original ideas. As for the English
translations Schwartz provides for each and every inscription of the
collection, many are questionable (even unreliable), a few incomprehensible,
and this is due mainly to failure of procuring a relevant bibliography and
acquiring technical (linguistic) finesse to grasp and assess some important
issues in the literature written in English.
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From Qieyun to Gudngyun
An Overview of the Qieyun Series Rime Books

Bulletin of Chinese Linguistics

Yue Ji

Abstract

The Qiéyiin Series rime books (Qieyiun-xi yunshu VJEE 2 55E), not only the
two complete editions, the Kanmiu Biique Qieyun H[:ZZ#GEU)EE (also known
as Wangyun F#5) and Gudngyun 8, but also many other fragments, are
of great importance in studying Middle Chinese phonology. This paper aims

to comprehensively introduce the materials of the Qiéyun Series rime books,
from the original Qieytun tJ] 8 to later revised editions until the Five
Dynasties (Widai F£.1X), including essential research on them. And finally,
by using specific examples, this article summarized the development from
the Qieyun tJ] 8 to the Gudngyun F §5 through the four-century-long
history of revision and extension.

Keywords:

Qieyun Y& ; Gudngyun &8 ; Qiéyun Series rime books ; history of rime
books



Middle Chinese Labial Softening

Bulletin of Chinese Linguistics

Yipeng Gao

Abstract

Labiodentalization was an important phonetic change in Middle Chinese
sounds. This essay introduces and analyzes Chinese scholars’ views and
arguments on some problems on labiodentalization. These problems contain
the exact time when the labiodentals developed from the bilabials in phonetic
value, the condition of development and a special phenomenon of the onset
spellers in the Division-III rhymes.

Keywords:

Labiodentalization; Middle Chinese sounds; Chinese studies



500 Years of Old Chinese Phonology
Research on the History of Phonological Scholarship
from the Southern Song to the Ming Dynasty

Bulletin of Chinese Linguistics
Xin Zhao

Abstract

This article introduces research on Old Chinese phonology before the Qing
dynasty by reviewing the important relevant literature of recent intellectual
historians. The article has six parts. The first section is an introduction. The
second through fourth parts review the views and arguments over how to
understand the works of several important linguists, treating respectively the
Southern Song (§ 2, containing Wi Yu =%, Zhu Xi /&= etc.), the Yuan (§ 3,
containing Dai Tong i, Lia Yuru 2%, Xiong Pénglai SEAAZK etc.), and
the Ming (§ 4, containing Yang Shén #5{H, Jiao Hong £, Chén Di [ £ etc.).
Section 5 discusses several methodological issues that concern researchers
today, including the historical emergence of three methodologies and
methodological issues in researching the history of scholarship. Finally, I
point out those topics in need of further investigation.

Keywords:

Old Chinese phonolog ; History of phonological scholarship ; Wi Yu ; Zhu
Xi ; Dai Téong ; Lia Yuru ; Xiong Pénglai ; Yang Shen ; Jiao Hong ; Chén
Di ; Methodology
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