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Some New Insight into the Historical Source of the Chinese Copula
Shi/*de? 2

Lin Deng
University of Nevada, Las Vegas
lin.deng@unlv.edu

Abstract

The present study is mainly concerned with the nature of the demonstrative shi 7& as the historical source of the
copula shi. Tracing the development of sAi in bronze inscriptions from the 11th to 374 centuries BCE and comparing

EE34

the patterns of change against two purportedly contemporary texts, Shi jing 5 48 and Shang shii 15 2, it argues
that shi is not a typical demonstrative in origin because it only occurs pronominally and is strongly associated with
the structural expression of focus in its early stage of development. On the basis of these observations, shi is ana-
lyzed as a special demonstrative that combines anaphoric and focalizing force to highlight and contrast a constitu-
ent that has been introduced into the discourse. It is then compared with the expressions wéi zhi I 7 and hui zhi
H{ 7 with the same function in the Shang oracle-bone inscriptions (13t™-11t" centuries BCE). The investigation of
whether shi is derived from wéi zhi only finds evidence indicating a morphological relationship with zAz, while the
etymological link with wéi remains speculative. In conclusion, this study claims that the focalizing force of shi is
important in answering the question why it is the only demonstrative evolving into a copula. The observed develop-
ment of shi confirms that the origination of copulas is often related to the morphosyntactic expression of features

of information structure.

Keywords

demonstrative — copula — shi — bronze inscriptions

1 Introduction

Wang (1937) claims that there was no genuine copula in the Chinese language until the emergence of the
copula shi/*de? ;& around the 5t century—a dating he later modified to the 1%t century (Wang 1958)—
evolving from the demonstrative shi. Cross-linguistically, the demonstrative-to-copula pathway is

An earlier version of this paper was presented at the first LFK Society Young Scholars Symposium on August nth-13%, 2013,
at the University of Washington. I am grateful to three anonymous reviewers for their critical and insightful comments and
suggestions on earlier versions of this paper. However, any errors and deficiencies remain mine alone.

1 Unless otherwise noted, the reconstructions follow the “Minimal oc system” (0cM) in Schuessler (2007).
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Syntactic Typology in Chinese (Part 11.1)

The Neutral Question Forms — VP-neg in Min

Anne O. Yue
University of Washington

anneyue@uw.edu

Abstract

Recapturing the outline given in Part I of this article on syntactic typology in Chinese, the entire article “is divided
into three parts: two pertaining to the neutral question forms and one to the attributive and the nominalized con-
struction. Part 1 deals with the V-not-V questions, Part 2 the VP-neg and the Adv-VP questions and it also provides
a general typological discussion of the neutral questions, while Part 3 discusses the attributive and the nominalized
patterns, with a conclusion on dialectology in typology.” Since the VP-neg form is being gradually replaced by the
popular V-not-V form in more than one major group of dialects or better termed as more than one major Sinitic
languages, it is necessary to trace such a change wherever possible, so as to affirm whether VP-neg is the native form

for the languages and dialects involved. The present paper focuses on the case of Min.
Keywords

typology — syntax — neutral question — Chinese — VP-neg question — Min

3.3 The VP-neg Form

The present-day distribution of the VP-neg question form is still quite widespread although not to the
extent of the V-not-V pattern. This form is native to the Southern dialects, especially Southern Min, Yue,
Hakka and Southern Wu, which we investigate in some detail. It is also likely that it is native to the Gan
and the Xiang dialects, although we have only piecemeal information about them. In addition, it is found
in the Northwestern dialects, Southeastern or Jianghuai Mandarin spoken in northern and southern
Jiangsu, the Mandarin dialects spoken in the heartland of Shandong as well as Southwestern and
Southeastern Mandarin spoken in Hubei. These other dialects have other features common with the
Southern dialects.

Example 1: for the comparative degree of comparison some dialects in Shandong, such as Muping #*
¥, Zhucheng 54 3, Jinan /75 55, Boshan f# 11, Yinan )T g, Dezhou /2 J{{, Shouguang 5 5%, Rongcheng
2% % and Lijin #1[3, follow the Southern pattern, which has the two terms of comparison flanking the

Conventions already described in Part 1 of this article will not be repeated here. The reader is referred to Yue (2006). With the
exception of providing English translation where not furnished, all examples are cited as they appear in the source materials
with no attempt at modification or unification unless the font is unavailable to us, in which case the change is explicitly
stated.
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Sound Correspondence and the Comparative Study
of Miao-Yao Languages

From the Perspective of Complete Sound Correspondence

Feng Wang
Peking University
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Wen Liu
Peking University
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Abstract

Rigorous sound correspondence is fundamental to historical linguistics. It serves as a solid start in studying genetic
relationship. Regarding the genetic position of Miao-Yao languages, Li (1937) proposed a hypothesis that the Sino-
Tibetan language family consists of Chinese, Tibeto-Burman, Kam-Tai, and Miao-Yao. Benedict (1942;1975) excluded
Miao-Yao from the Sino-Tibetan language family since sound correspondences between Miao-Yao and Chinese
were considered to be caused by language contact. The key point in this debate has been ignored for a long time:
are the related morphemes proposed in this debate supported by rigorous sound correspondence? In this
paper, related morphemes across 11 Miao-Yao languages have been first identified under the requirement of com-
plete sound correspondence, and then analyzed by the Rank Method. The result of the genetic relationship between
the 1 Miao-Yao languages has been confirmed. The same procedure has been applied to Sino-Miao-Yao related
morphemes, and similar pattern has been found. The Sino-Miao-Yao related morphemes were recognized to be
inherited from the common ancestor of Chinese and Miao-Yao. Combined with the result from the perspective of
pervasive sound correspondence (Wang 2015), the proposal of a genetic relationship between Chinese and Miao-
Yao has been supported. The Inexplicability Principle has been used to weaken the possibility of Sino-Miao-Yao
related morphemes being induced by borrowing from Chinese to Miao-Yao, since some sound correspondences are
unlikely to be explained by natural phonetic mechanisms. Moreover, related morphemes in Chinese and Miao-Yao
have been examined from the perspective of Old Chinese, and such an examination also supports the hypothesis
of a genetic relationship between Chinese and Miao-Yao languages.

* This work was supported by projects of National Social Science Fund of China, [16FYY016], [14ZBD10z2] and [13AZDos51]. We
are grateful to Prof. Shen Zhongwei for his comments on an earlier version of this article, two anonymous reviewers for their
helpful comments. The corresponding author is Wen Liu, Department of Chinese Language and Literature, Peking University,
Beijing 100871, China. E-mail: liuweng214@pku.edu.cn.
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