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Abstract

This paper shows that both Tibetan and Old Chinese preserve lexicalized traces of several nominalization prefixes
which are still productive in morphologically more conservative languages of the Trans-Himalayan family such as
Rgyalrongic, which can thus serve as a model for analyzing other languages.
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1 Introduction!

In the Trans-Himalayan family (TH), the morphologically most complex languages, Rgyalrong and
Kiranti, are endangered languages without a written literary tradition. A growing body of evidence sug-
gests that this complex morphology is at least in part archaic (Jacques 2012a, DeLancey 2014, Jacques
2016¢, Gong 2017), in particular because affixes that are nonproductive and in some cases only accessible
through reconstruction (such as the sigmatic causative) in Tibetan and Chinese are still productive in
Rgyalrong languages.

The present paper deals with another comparable case of recessive morphology in the literary lan-
guages, the sigmatic and velar nominalization prefixes. These prefixes, which are completely productive
in various languages of the TH family, including Rgyalrong, Kiranti, Karbi, Jinghpo and Kuki-Chin
(Konnerth 2016) are only attested in a handful of words in Tibetan and Old Chinese. Using evidence from
Japhug to ascertain the precise meaning of these prefixes, this study proposes new etymologies and eval-
uates older proposals.

2 Participles in Rgyalrongic

Rgyalrongic languages have a set of prefixes deriving non-finite verb forms, including participles, con-
verbs and infinitives (Jacques 2014c, Sun 2014a, Jacques 2016b). In the present paper, two sets of partici-
ples, the velar (core argument) and sigmatic (oblique) participles are discussed.

1 The glosses follow the Leipzig Glossing Rules. Other abbreviations used here are: AUTO autobenefactive / spontaneous, DEM
demonstrative, EMPH emphatic, INV inverse, LNK linker, PFv perfective, POSS possessor, FACT factual, SENS sensory.
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