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Subject-oriented adverbs in Early Southern Min playscripts

Chinfa Lien
National Tsing Hua University

The paper examines the subject-oriented adverbials in early Southern Min playscripts
dateable to the sixteenth century at the earliest. (Wu 200labcd & QWQDXY 2010)
Subject-oriented adverbs can be construed as a predicate taking two arguments (an agent NP
and an event) (Jackendoff 1972).

The subject in relation to subject-oriented adverbials must be agent or animate, and can
never be inanimate. In the structural position, it is placed in a functional projection higher
than VP. Subject-oriented adverbials have a dual role. The adverbial functions as a predicate
taking two arguments: an individual and an event argument. (Davidson 1967) For example, a
subject-oriented adverbial such as #% koo®i® ‘deliberately’ or 0, kam'sim® ‘willlingly’
counts as a predicate that takes the subject as an individual argument, and the event as the
second argument.

The root .0» sim® ‘will, mind’-derived adverbials are related their adjectival function and
they each can be used as an adjectival predicate as well as subject-oriented adverbials.
Subject-oriented adverbials involve an individual argument and an event argument. The two
functions can be termed first-order predicates and the higher-order predicates. An adverbial is
traditionally construed as the adjunct rather than an argument projected by predicates, and
therefore is an optional element in a sentence. Notwithstanding the nature of its optionality,
an adverbial can be taken as a head that imposes a selectional restriction on the predicates
that it composes with. (Bowers 2018) There is therefore an important issue to be addressed:
the interface between the adverbials and the semantic (in particular aspectual) properties of
predicates that they license. The data garnered and attested from a set of early Southern Min
playscripts afford an opportunity to pin down the types and patterns of predicates that are
compatible with the subject-oriented adverbials.
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