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Ripples riding on waves:
Cantonese tone-melody match mechanism illustrated

Cheung Kwan Hin
The Hong Kong Polytechnic University

Chao (1930, ’?ﬁ@“ﬁ%@i’?%) demonstrated how an utterance can be melodized in accordance
with the Cantonese lexical tone of the words. Afterwards the intriguing question of tone-
preservation in Cantonese songs and the mechanism of tone-melody match behind it were not
picked up until the 1980s, when Cantonese opera established itself in the Hong Kong
academia and Cantopops conquered the Chinese race world-wide. The speaker has been
tackling this topic from the 1990s onwards. He believes that by now the fundamental
questions in relation to Cantonese tone-melody match have been answered. The following
major steps of recognition can be identified in the quest:

1. What really matter in Cantonese tone-melody match are the 4 tone categories, with
tones 1 and 2 conflated and tones 3 and 5 conflated, hence the name “melody-tones”
or “m-tones”.

2. The 4 m-tones form a series of pitch heights that bears some resemblance with a
musical scale, hence the name “pseudo-scale” and the names of heights “sharp”,
“high”, “low” and “deep”.

3. Given the above, the research question remains “How are the 4 m-tones in the
pseudo-scale (like ripples) matched to a much larger variety of notes in a song, with a
range in the region of a 13" (like waves), while maintaining the within-scale order of
pitch heights?”

4. The two fundamental attributes of lexical tones elasticity and transposability are the
keys to the above question.

Realizing (4) above is one thing, devising and making use of expository designs and
conventions to explicitly formulate how elasticity and transposability work together in the
tone-melody match mechanism is another. On the basis of such designs and conventions, it is
more specifically posited that:

a) The Lyrics of a song is separated into m-tone groups.

b) Group boundaries are where transposing (and to a lesser extent tone range
widening/compression) occurs.

¢) Within a group, a default matching relation holds between an m-tone and a musical
note, with principled variation permitted by virtue of tone elasticity.

While lexical tone identification is often uncontroversial, there are cases of indeterminacy,
when tone identification is supplemented with or overruled by other linguistic considerations,
e.g. systematic gaps, accidental gaps, syntax, semantics, the lexicon, etc. So such
indeterminacies and considerations need to be identified as well.

The Cantopop classic soeng6hoi2-taanl (_HyaE The Bund) will be used for illustration.

11



X &M E ST SR RS E
—— N FESEITERIRANIE

e
FEr SRR ST

TEWRI TR A - BAE EHL T - = FFER BEFRITEES > Hail
FERHE S U7 & TS a] DUEN — IR e

THGE (1982) $RHHPPOEERITERY 6 F6bnft > i M E AR AR E %
SR —2% -

ATECAE > M P R IR AR - HOTE AR E EHAY I © FEE (2000)
IWNHFEN TN — ARG EX - B—mEFEE T EHARA 55 RIS - BFEE
IRTERLE S M E AR S T ——F L EHYES « |EFEAES -

TFEHT (1996) % 1987 & (hENESHIELE) - W HFEHEEME S EAES—
DRFRESINLARBAZ REER] - £4x (2010) fEHFR T EemlE S iAE - Bis S5t
SRR A T AR — B BT > AR PR RESR 1L T E T SRR M A RFIERT

FUNL (2012) SERFZEDE - Pt — R © AR el A RS I S hn A - AE
LRI FESE TS - HRRIGTOES MRS »

FEPARETE S > — e il (BRSPS s ) Siflr £ ~ B TRk
FE—HERHTERY - PeEALiE (2007) - EraiiH ey « EEEFLEE PG TA 4
FMREL  (DAZES QFES 0 Ol ~ BAESR > HAES - O EA R IRE SR %
R HP R S AV B R IRy IR LS MR RSB o SRS - &
TEHYRHE T -

PRI/ N LRTE L > R PRI AR A 5 & B0 BRI PR R 1 h & —
B o BRAREE T T XK E

BATEEM R - NHRE TR PSR T PSS RAST T (JERETHEE 1997) -
HAEE EEEANPERIE (AFBESHER T Ei) -

11p8 u y @= a - e = 0 H— O F= T
ul = b EES al mg——p Ol MM ILBEFE

1U % =ru au xg—— ou eu = =PuHsy

im f=ru am g—— om % em E=rusy

n 1= un g4 yn =4 an i—— on % en (- =rupgEsy ON &5y

1en E=pE an F—H=4,T0) Y—E s el yE=r on & —&=E O i Nss

ip ap ap ep

it ut yt at ot et ot

iek ak ok ek ok ok

FERBENENFE ERSREIXSE S RSRAG - ST EEENRETT -
R IR R EEVE AR - WEER —2 -

NHEEAEILTUN/CPREE /S AR ARG (45 2008) » S Er B RIBIREL -
AREERARAN -

12



a R LA al fE—PupsL L LA au s A an @&

Ia =g =r"A I:au fi= ran myesE—
v:al MwiE= A Y:an w—pEsLs
€ il — = IIpe eu H— T A
d H—HIA ol J-a=pupy o T
15O A3 = U, L U R L = A LN TEES
Y:Q M=IURE IS = A IL=I0E A
00 BITHEMILI—A vl B—= vN/oN HFEBH A
O fiilI— =Bl E=p
1 (b
1 BB = A uE=A N wisgEs=
V=S A V) ®E=a
u s ui E-=pus 1) “s=F”

AAFER (BEAER) - S AEENSTHRE > AREEMEDSME > SHIHSE
FEEA T e EHREARENS R TSN - -u BHRERERE (HAERH -u
HRRZZEELR)  tESTEEHINNRA R o XeREEr IR HEEE i (A5
EIBANE) - BEXN NERRSEIAER - TR — P ARG SENEE R L ~ EHTE
S REICRARRE - EROVIRE » BB AR EN PREMBIFE RIS » B TARATE -

EHUE RS R S IRE A LEEEE  |EF AR - B2 WREZEA]
HCPEAS ~ RIGPSMNYTTE (BaRRA DSMIYE T E) Bt Bl -2 SN s RZA
A AAX — ST - (WS EEES X — S el BE—1 78 - BAEA -

FERED ~ MR > B ARERAE R U AR AAE ~ BT REFAE - 1 HEREER PR
NI —2CAE - HEIDRCHEEHY IS ~ DR G ZREETARARZER - ATl iR
AR AR R R TS > AN A E R IS AR A A DU T E T E 24 0 X
WHTLUTIE » B2 - BE G WA A R SAYELL ~ MR s LRt A X B - 1 EE
X~ R SETENG - SRS TR E -

ERRZRE OB T F TR0 > “HEME SR XA R » T e
FEXRAFRES L - B AR e — MR AERRRER 53 55 -

ERNNEEME S EAESIEN DTSN MRERNIIE - B A RE R
ANEEA SR EENIRAE - THed T ¢

(—) Mm-S R S AR XHY - EfEY) > HSR—8HR
A HT LUK o3 HE T2 - (HABE SRR 3 L RE SR o W RV AR - 4l
R B bR ARG A R IR A AH R EE AR > W — DA B AR AL L =] LUk
A RFEMATA - AL 20X — Rt i DR R 3 A o XA R E IR — R

SRR S AR — K - BB SRIERERE A FIHTES T - RIEX
e > ] IS5 — Pk - stE S HEE SR EEIAEAERES /7S T > 1]
LA EATH B [E—METE « EE RSB EIE S - X8 AT AR H B
BER—RE - X HELRPAVRHE - AR NMFHE AR —HE NS A
R ZIVFFE -

FEIER G TR > i S AR AR LA Re s AR AR - EEAIETRER ST Y
PR - AEEEHR R MRMSLEIFIEX NS 2l E S IRA RS LUE N EE A
{EAFEATRITEAVARAL - DEEE “/\EIE" XMEE LR ST S PR -

13



/L (2012) ARG PR EAL T T SR IR R L - BT EHMT S
AR AL BEEHEAARYPIE TS RHEREA T o B M A S B RER AL
B - MUIRIE - 2RI ERHERT URIES S - i i S X MR e =
WIETAGE - HPRE Tk -
() &2 30 4 RVE T e BRI i S RIS AESRES TIRAOAE BT aa i i HoRER
B R R E S AR -

PAERA DSVETTZHY TAEEE 30 AT A0 T2 - Blisd > AT AN I B 5 4l
TS AR TARECR EIRTT NS iR IBERRRIE R A A XA RS
AHIEA SR X EEESHY (BRIEFE 1987) - [ONEAI A et E TS - Bl 5t
HAEZILREFER > IV BT ENEER L EZESH -

BESE > BRAE (2008) &R RAEMGTSNED > PREFHAE BUABUR (L « JFEEESEA S
SHYTEZIE > DUk E—hE B a2l EF AN FERVEIRAFIRZ [ - FR WSS L
[N EEA [FI A B AVIE L X EEAREE TS RN MR E ~ A ] UEN E R
A (EEME—IE) RXDTER - X > XMRERSTERA RN - ARIRMER -
RUEMTT = XM g A — R Ay (L - IR SERIZRt: - BT POEASES « S5
IO BN - EEAVERERCN J7 5 18 S B E AT R 7

(=) X377 S HINRAEENE G AR AL - I [e] B LBy - ERT Il 85 5 2 ok
= CTHH 1982) o FrARfEl 2 R BIHY IR LUBTE NS IE - 2SS IEE{ERY)E
FERFALRZIE] > T AN LR R AL - PR E W s E A bR AE » EF—
AR IBIE S A E T S L p Rt —E RN - AITENS - WS ELHATAE
T RHEESER ERFL > BEAEF R ITE - HE BRI R FE ——FIE -

Bian > —FIANDEETENRNR T8 (BRAE) bdElEFES > SHATEES
EAE > I MIE R AEEOE S R A EE M LU ERU TEE R R & - B EEX
PHEENES > AR BIANY] > s TR - MRTEFR VERH ZRE (B
FEEEE ~ ERTHE G MR EME-MERAE) - ARAERWLT - MNTFX s
AYRIE SR - B B Bl (O AP Sl AT RE AN A T il 513k - AER IR 5 E - &
WHEFIREH

BT EREETI S > B AT R 2 EE LR A Tl

(W) ¥y s - BARREE Ak - (BEEIEBEBHE X > MEFE “HEH
FTEAZR” » PIIAFEp -t k MEFRNRGFETHEE  BEZTENUEE (VH) KRR
{iE > F5F - g HEME RSB[R T2, ? A—ERANIAETE - BIER
R EHEEICREE (BEERE) BEESNAESMIS - WA TARX A EEI2A
R RAVHRE o XA R - HESSE 5 S M EHIR SR, TR -

ZoAn (1998) FURGEAK (2010) Ay > FEEIET - B LAy 2 H I E— Aty
PRV RERERE ClERER)  ESEE R (5t - B0 TFF R ) > Bl EmEEIL
HIE—PEFEK CFtt) BVARE - SEERESRMG TERIAAL > EE” [ERYE R
BAESHY AR TN RISy » MWL &2~ RIAEAEHE
AV TR LR R RAYIE S FEIEEVEER T AR - XS4 E 0 B0
mikE (REMEIRTERERGREES) - HAEAAENTTE - AFREEE -

ERUpEK - EERIOESTTET > ARMMER - AE (HilE) - 555 OF
TSGR AR ) - SETARASS - SN SE TR ERIF LN E SRR > 58

14



SEAREERNIESER - SEM AR T E WA ESARE - 5918 - RS RIE
AN LR - (HE AR 2 EAEE S R —ME AR E i ik
HRERN A ET E R B > ATREARJE

X NENET O EE TR ML R E AN - EESMHR I AL
10 MeHEEMFRAR2, > KE PEERZ ST S 2200 > SR E R E e = (B
TamE BETERHISREE - NSRS > FTLESE) - Bllak—FEEVE
T F|EHAESEIE - XEHEOTER

(7)) MEES/TTE ZRINR R MHTT - B HEARIERES Y (W LERE
57 WA - BEFINMES/JT S ARENVRHER » E—REECI A LENRIE » 3
[FEIHRFEE ML EIFEIE R T SRAY « AT > B0E S A - N MIUEBIES /TSR
HYELFERHE - B E RS R SRS R -

FOHEEE SR 7 — DA - T EES SN - B RRARE AN
AR AL - 1R STE Z AR BLZ AL ZE R T - B THEE - BENHE S
B EA > POENAE BT E KAERHE iy [EEE e 4 0 52 MITEMEE -

EEFE (2002) AMIESIEZIOA > EE RS SEESHIEILTE - BREGSEM
FEITEHRAE L > FIREIIHI R S » BT 55 S0 HAR AR L (L
(AR — R R BB BASROINESS o WSRXANMBORARAL - MPRH AR i =
BHERSRVE A SRR ? FXL EHEMHESIRESAIETXET S - ST E
TR 2 7KL Er S B R AT GRXEEPH 2009) -

2 LRTA - I

— 0 SPIEARREURE BB SIREET ~ B|EF AL DR > SFESE
HENRAEFTAETIE -

o THEWMHESE XM TEHE "HeEMEELES T X S
PRI RELE o BN EEIAE - (BRI o 1 H A —E R R E
FBRAE ©

SER

MR HE 2008 A SHEM TSRS EER 0 (I5) F2

TFEH 1982/1998  PUBE A S XHIaRE - (THFBESFIeXE) » (JEF) BESEHE > 1998

TFEH 1996 B - fEIESHESE > (EirREESFRE) 51

FERE 2006 TOREIFFEPEIEIRAERE 0 (RIFEIE) - F5H

ZEFE 2000 (CEIEEEWHE) o AR

22012 SEERVIBEFINOEAE Y 0 GESREE) B 60

SEFE2002 Bl ERET REARE () o (PEIESD) F 6

F F£1998 WmEHL HMEIEE SRR 0 GESHIEE) M)

F FR2008 JTHE/UPREEE CHNE B& o (BE) F1H

# Fx2010 BEIEERK - KBSEENEENSR L (BREZE—FROELThE T+ EFERF AR
%) - LEEERT

BT 2007 FIERIEIE 0 (FE) F2 8

BT - B R 1997  (FETEIEIEEE) o TS Bkt

REIEME 1987 J"ARASMIAX, (FE) 3

BXEREH 2009 IRSAUKITE SiGHF FmEZiE ST, Fs) 813

JRBEf 2010 AyhiFE g ——IR e hiENL ) RIEEAE, (GESWIR) A5 80 I

15



Cantonese Reflections on Chinese QIE’s (Quadra-syllabic Idiomatic
Expressions)

REBFESE " IR EAEE

Benjamin K. Tsou #[FE=

City University of Hong Kong, Hong Kong University of Science & Technology

There has been extensive literature on the emblematic Chinese QIE’s regarding its characteristic
structural parallelism, cognitive finesse and semantic opacity. It has also explored how
idiomaticity is realized through (1) cultural saliency and (2) unique aspects of the
semi-autonomous linguistic constructions.

There are other additional areas of concern such as: (a) morphology and syntax of QIE’s, and (b)
manipulation of sound symbolism. They are of special interest to research on Yue-Cantonese for
the study of historical reconstruction and language contact. They can relate to the comparatively
extensive expansion of monosyllabic adjectives in Cantonese from A to ABB or BBA form and
to its possible relationship with Burmese which invites review.

This paper proposes to explore some structural aspects QIE’s found in Cantonese, but not
necessarily in Mandarin or other Chinese dialects. They include the expansion or combination of
disyllabic XY forms to produce quadra-syllabic ABCD forms as an extension of sound
symbolism, or through internal developments in the morphology of QIE’s and enhancement their
semantic and cognitive functionalities. An attempt will be also made at internal linguistic
reconstruction following comparison with a non-Sinitic language, and to revisit the putative link

between Cantonese-Yue and other neighboring languages.
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A Study of the semantic and pragmatic properties of Cantonese sentence-final
particle lu3
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Abstract
This study aims at investigating the semantic and pragmatic functions of the sentence-final
particles /u3 in Hong Kong Cantonese. The sentence-final particles (hereafter SFPs) are one of
the distinctive features of spoken Cantonese, which carry very special linguistic functions within
an utterance, such as marking the sentence type. Researchers have limited discussion on the SFP
lu3 (Fung, 2000; Leung, 2005). Lu3 is claimed to come from either /aa3 or lo3. Leung (2005)
gave an example on /u3 as below:

SFIEF! P TTER Tu3 o

“Yeah! (I) have done all the homework already.”
Since not many studies focused on the semantic and pragmatic functions of /u3, this paper
attempts to examine the properties of /u3 by comparing it with other SFPs beginning with the
same consonant /, mainly /aa3 and /o3. Finally, a conclusion is made in an attempt to account the
properties of /u3. Semantically, it marks a change of state and current relevance. It can also
marks either a declarative or suggestion, with a pragmatic function - newsworthy. Different with
other family members, /#3 did not show reminding function. From the perspective of
sociolinguistics, /u3 is commonly found in conversation between people with intimate
relationship, like friends and siblings. It is used in informal situation like casual chatting and it
shows the lowest degree of seriousness when compared to /aa3 and /o3. Lu3 behaves like /aa3
and /o3, but not identical to any of them.

I. Introduction

1.1 SFPs in Cantonese

Cantonese has a large and complex inventory of sentence final particles (hereafter SFPs).
Defined by Leung (2005), SFPs is a bound phonetic form which can attach to an utterance to
state situation about an event, or express the attitude of the speaker. It plays an important role in
Cantonese speech. They usually appear in casual speech like conversation between friends. 30 to
95 Cantonese SFPs have been identified previously (Kwok, 1984; Luke, 1990; Leung 2005).
Researchers categorized SFPs according to their semantic functions (Matthews & Yip, 2001;
Fang, 2003; Kwok, 2006) or phonological features (Li, 2007; Fung, 2000). Even though a
sentence can also be well-formed without SFPs, they are vital in Cantonese speech. Besides,
various combinations of two or more SFPs are common in Cantonese (Matthews & Yip, 2001;
Leung, 2005). Some SFPs are phonologically similar which may have similar meanings (Fung,
2000). SFPs are the particles that are usually found at the end of Cantonese utterance. According
to Chao (1968), it is always bound. An SFP is typically used to express the attitude of the
speaker. Luke (1990) stated that SFPs do not possess any truth-meanings but serve certain
grammatical functions. They can show moods, attitude of the speaker and they situate at the end
of a clause (%43 E&, 1955). They were once called as “empty words” since they do not have
lexical meanings (Kwok, 1984) while Law (1998) even called them as “emphatic words”, which
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serve to strengthen the tone of the sentence. Since Cantonese is a tonal language, words can be
distinguished by their tones, such as “=i" laal which serves as making suggestion; and “=|”
laa3 which is marking assertion. SFPs can also signal new information, assertion, requests, or
advice-giving, etc.

1.2 Research Motivation

Cantonese SFPs have been investigated for many years; however, not so much have been
done on /u3. Fung (2000) and Leung (2005) have tried to account for the source of /u3. Fung
(2000) proposed that /u3 is a variation of /o3 while Leung (2005) thought it comes from /aa3 by
undergoing “high-back labialization”. Another related study is Li (2007), who tried to break
down a SFP into different components in order to show a structural mapping of the SFP with its
meaning. Following Fung (2000), the word family refers to SFPs with the same initial consonant.
The SFPs which belong to the same family have the similar semantic function, especially for
those which have the same tone. Following the assumption proposed by Li (2007), it can be
hypothesized or generalized that the currently used SFP /u3 may also share some features with
the other /- family members — to show a change of state.

In this paper, the semantics and pragmatics of /u3 are investigated. The examples used in
this paper are drawn from previous studies and the natural conversation noticed by the author,
the speakers are aging from 18-25. The phonetic transcription of Cantonese adopted in this paper
is Jyutping, the romanization system proposed by the Linguistic Society of Hong Kong (LSHK).

I1. Basic Semantic Properties

Since /u3 also begins with a consonant /, it is hypothesized that /u3 also share the common
properties of /-family members following Li (2007). This chapter compares /u3 with two other
family members: /aa3, and /o3. The “neutral” SFP aa3 is also used in certain examples as
comparison. An overview of Cantonese informative SFPs is given first.

2.1 Cantonese Informative SFPs

Kwok (2006) did a study on the Cantonese informative SFPs, including aa3, laa3, bo3 and
wo3. She stated that informative SFPs have five features, namely, noteworthy, reminding,
assertion, suggestion, and newsworthy. Let’s take a look to the following examples from Kwok’s

paper:

(1) E & M laa3. (Kwok, 1984; Kwok, 2006)
Keoi5 han2 zou6 laa3
He willing do SFP
“He’s willing to do so.”

) fE &V laa3. (Fung, 2000; Kwok, 2006 )

Keoi5 zau5 zo5 laa3
He  go-perf SFP
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“He’s gone.”

The above sentences are extracted from Kwok’s paper. Sentence (1) and (2) show that /aa3
is used as informative SFP in showing that the speaker assumes that the proposition is new to the
hearer. Laa3 in both sentences shows the function of newsworthiness. According to Kwok’s
definition towards informativeness, it is believed that /3 is also an informative SFP.

(3) 1B H 4 laa3/lu3.
Keoi5 han2 zou6 laa3/lu3

He willing do SFP
“He’s finally willing to do so.”

4) K % laa3/lu3.
Daai6 go3 leoi5 laa3/lu3
Big CL girl SFP
“(You) have become mature.”

Both sentences above were extracted from Kwok’s paper. The original informative particle
laa3 were substituted by /u3, while both sentence are still acceptable without changing any
meaning. Using /u3 in the above sentences can show its property of newsworthiness. As such,
lu3 1s compatible with the property of informative SFP. (5a) is found in Fung’s paper.

(%) a. mCrF, SH  HH 9% laa3. (Fung 2000:, -79)

ailjaa3, gaml jat6 jaa6-ng5 hou6 laa3
Oh, today twenty-five number SFP
“Oh, today is (already) 25" of the month.”

7.0, ASH Hh 5 ul.
ailjaa3, gaml jat6 jaa6-ng5 hou6 1u3
Oh, today twenty-five number SFP
“Oh, today has been 25™ of the month.”

Laa3 can show the property of newsworthy as well as reminding; however, /u3 do not
preserve the second function. Fung (2000) mentioned that the speaker utters (5a) as “a new
information to the audience’s mental world”. Even though this date is not any new information to
the physical world, it is new to the audience (including the speaker), perhaps they just realized
the date. Thus, /aa3 is used and it is acceptable. The other interpretation of using /aa3 is that
both of the speaker and listener have such common knowledge of the date, but the speaker utters
the sentence with an aim to remind the audience. However, /u3 in (5b) does not seem to have the
second interpretation. With /u3, the only interpretation will be that the speaker himself is
ignorance to the fact.
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In Kwok’s paper, she stated that when a linguistic form indicates that a speaker has a
presupposition about the audience’s knowledge of the proposition, such form carries the feature
of informativeness. In other words, the speaker presupposed that the listener has the knowledge
or is ignorant about the proposition. However, it is suggested that other words like “assumption”
should be used instead of “presupposition” here.”’

The properties of /u3 will be introduced in the upcoming subsections.

2.2 Change of State

All [-family members have the semantic properties as “change of state”. Similar to /o3 and
laa3 (Li, 2007), lu3 can be attached to the predicate that involves a change of state and it can
also indicate a current relevance.

(6) a. ¥ W laa3. (Fang 2003:, -103)
lok6 jyu5 laa3
down rain SFP
“It’s raining now.”
b. % W Iu3.
lok6 jyu5 1u3
down rain SFP

“It’s raining now.”

(7) a B #r lo3. (Cheung 2007, -186)
sik6- zo2-faan6 1o3
eat- Perf- meal SFP
“I am done eating.”

b. B 2 lu3 -
sik6- zo2-faan6 1u3
cat ASP meal SFP
“I am done eating.”

Both sentence (6a) and (6b) indicate the event of raining is about to begin or just begin. In
other words, the event is about to realize. (7a) and (7b) can both indicate the completion of an
action, which is the completion of eating a meal. Lu3 shares the common property of /-family
which marks a change of state.

1According to Saeed (2003), “to presuppose means to assume it”. Saeed further explained this theory by using
the following example:

(a) Her husband is a fool.

(b) She has a husband.
In the pragmatic usage of presupposition, it means that the speaker and the hearer have a common ground towards
the message. The above example, (a), is the sentence that presupposes (b). If we said “her husband”, it is a common
knowledge that she has a husband. Both speaker and listener know it. Just like when we utter “John’s brother went
to France.” it is presupposed that “John has a brother.” However, some informative SFPs can show newsworthy
function which means the audience can be totally ignorance to the fact. Due to this reason, this paper would adopt
the word “assume” to get rid of misconception.
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Such property is closely related to the nature of the predicate of the sentence, which will be
illustrated below:
2.2.1 Individual-level predicate and stage-level predicate

Lu3 can show its property of change of state in any predicate. Two predicates are discussed
here (Ackerman & Webelhuth, 1998; Lyons, 1995; Saeed, 2003). “An individual-level predicate
is true throughout the existence of an individual” (Ackerman & Webelhuth, 1998). For example,
if John is "smart", this is a property that he has, regardless of the time that the statement is
uttered. In other words, the event described does not have an end point. In contrast, a stage-level
predicate requires an end point of an event to signal the change, see (8)-(10).

(8) a. # & wAEN  aade
Ngo4 hai6 heongl gong5 jan4 aa3
I am Hong Kong human SFP
“I am a Hong Kong resident.”
I R wAEN 3
Ngo4 hai6 heongl gong5 jan4 lu3
I am Hong Kong human SFP
“I have become a Hong Kong resident.

2

© a FE 3 aal3 e
ngo5 sikl zungl man2 aa3
I know  Chinese  SFP
“Iknow  Chinese.”
. W P W3-
ngoSsikl zungl man2 lu3
I know Chinese SFP
“I have acquired Chinese.”

(10) a. /NBA e FTH%  aa3 -

siu2 ming4 heoi3-zo2 geil poul daa2 geil aa3
Siu Ming  go ASP game centre play game SFP
“Siu Ming has gone to the game centre.”

b. /NBH P I u3 -

siu2 ming4 heoi3-zo2 geil poul daa2 geil lu3
Siu Ming  go ASP game centre play game SFP
“Siu Ming has gone to the game centre.”

The above examples show the meaning difference between aa3 and /u3. However, when [u3
substituted aa3, different outcome may result. For (8a), the speaker is a Hong Kong citizen
throughout his life; however, speaker who utters (8b) may not be a Hong Kong resident before,
but after completing certain conditions, he becomes a Hong Kong resident now. Thus, a change
must be involved. A similar example can be found in (9). Sentence (9a) means “I know Chinese.”
while (9b) means “I have acquired Chinese.” A change of state has to be involved in the
interpretation of (9b). For example, the speaker is not a Chinese native speaker and he has
recently completed some Chinese courses, and so he acquired Chinese at last. This reading is



acceptable in only /u3 but not aa3. (8b) and (9b) are similar to (10), which is a typical example
of stage-level predicate. Siu Ming shows a change of state from not going to the game centre to
going there, so a change is resulted.

In short, no matter what kind of predicate /u3 is appended to, it necessarily shows a change

of state.
2.2.2 Current Relevance

Besides indicating a change of state, /u3 can also show current relevance. The event should
be so close to the speech time, which means the action will be happened soon, just finished, or
even occurred a long time ago but the result still held at the moment of speaking. See the

following examples (11)-(14):

a1y a & HFEH X  HA laa3-
ngo5 tingl jat6 heoi3 jat6 bun2 laa3
I tomorrow go Japan SFP
“I will go to Japan tomorrow.”
b3k = e = HA T3 -
ngo5 tingl jat6 heoi3 jat6 bun2 lu3
I tomorrow go Japan SFP
“I will go to Japan tomorrow.”

(12) a.  BR/NA —th G laa3 -
Can4 siu2 ming4 jatl gau2 catlgau2 nin4 duk6 zungl hok6  laa3
Chan SiuMing one nine seven nine year study secondary school SFP
“Chan Siu Ming entered secondary school in 1979.”

*D. BR/INEH — it GO HE T3 e

Can4 siu2 ming4 jatl gau2 catlgau2 nin4 duk6 zunglhok6 lu3
Chan Siu Ming one nine seven nine year study secondary school SFP
“Chan Siu Ming entered secondary school in 1979.”

(13) a K RRGEE Awe /N laa3 -
can4 taai2 sap6 nin4 cin4 sangl-zo2 siu2 ming4 laa3
Chan Mrs ten years ago birth  ASPSiu Ming SFP
“Mrs Chan gave born to Siu Ming ten years ago.”
b BEX AT e /NH I3
can4 taai2 sap6 nin4 cin4 sangl- zo2 siu2 ming4 lu3
Chan Mrs ten years ago birth  ASPSiu Ming SFP
“Mrs Chan gave born to Siu Ming ten years ago.”

(14) afk A b (EMRE laal
Ngo5 sap6 ji6 nin4 cin4 zau6 zyu6 hai2 dou6 laa3
I ten two year ago then live here SFP
“I have lived here since twelve years ago.”

b AT gt fE RE e
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Ngo5 sap6 ji6 nin4 cin4 zau6 zyu6 hai2 dou6 lu3
I ten two year agothen live here SFP
“I have lived here since twelve years ago.”

7% K Qe B MRE 3o
Ngo5 sap6 ji6 nin4 cin4 zau6 zyu6 hai2 dou6 lu3
I ten two year ago then live  here SFP
gy = L UN ER -
batl gwo3 saaml nin4 cin4 bunl zo2 heoi3 gaal naa4 daai6
but three yearsago move-ASPgo Canada
“I lived here twelve years ago, but [ moved to Canada three years ago.”

Sentence (11) shows that an event is happening soon. The speaker is going to change the
state from “not going to Japan” to “going to Japan”. Therefore, both /aa3 and /u3 are acceptable.
For sentences (12)-(14), all of them are talking about events that happened in the distal past.
Sentence (12) stated that “Chan Siu Ming entered the secondary school in 1979.” This sentence
is talking about an old information happened many years ago. Therefore, if /u3 is used as in
(12b), it is odd and bad, even though it involves a change of state. Example (13) talks about “Mrs.
Chan gave birth to Siu Ming ten years ago.”. Even though this event is no longer current to the
speech time, it is still continuing at the present moment, which means that Mrs. Chan’s son is
still alive. It exemplifies a feature of continuative and so /u3 is applicable in (13b). Sentence (14a)
and (14b) show that the speaker lived here since twelve years ago, and the speaker is still living
here. Therefore, both /aa3 and /u3 are also applicable. In (14c¢), the speaker no longer lived here,
and moved to Canada. Under this situation, /u3 is incompatible since the result no longer holds.
2.3 Suggestion

The second function of /u3 is making suggestion, which means it can attached to sentence
involving suggestion. A controversy is embarked to decide whether /aa3 can mark suggestion
(Leung, 2005; Fang, 2003) or not (Kwok, 1984; Fung, 2000; Cheung, 2007). We are not going
deep into this topic, and we decided to put /aa3 in this category showing suggestion. In fact, laa3,
lo3, and [u3 can also mark suggestion; the only difference is the degree of seriousness. Lu3
generally carries a more casual and relaxed attitude. Also, sometimes the negation marker
“IE”m4 is used together with /u3. See the following examples from the conversation below:

(15) LFOME  IhEk aal.
zou6 gan2 gungl fo3 aa3
Do PROG homework SFP
“(I) am now doing homework.”

R: o B R lud e
gam2 m4 zo2 nei5 1u3
then not disturb you SFP

“It is better not to disturb you.”

(16) M: [In a telephone call...]
T laa3 e
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loeng5 dim2 zungl laa3

two o'clock SFP

“It’s two o’clock now.”

K: I 0ES fHl3 0 0EfR FEH W nEE fE e

wai3 gam2 m4 hou2 kingl lu3  m4 hai6 tingl jat6  jau6 m4 zil seng2
heythen not talk SFP otherwise tomorrow again not awake

“Hey, it’s better not to continue, otherwise you will not be able to
wake up in time tomorrow.”

The context in (15) is that “R” wanted to play with “I”, who was busying with her
homework, so “R” suggested not disturbing “I” by uttering the above sentence. The other
example comes from (16). “M” and “K” were talking phone and “M” noticed that it was two
o’clock already. “K” was afraid of not able to get up in time so she suggested not continuing the
call. In both cases, /u3 is also applicable in making suggestion.

2.4 Newsworthiness

The newsworthy function is based on the assumption made by the speaker towards the
audience. The speaker assumes that the message is new to the audience’s mental world (Kwok,
2006). It realizes the implication by the speaker. Also, it is highly related to the context. The
speaker utters such sentence because the message is worth noticing for the hearer.

For example:

an #*  BIE &k 13,
ngo5 sik6-zo2 faan6 lu3
I eat-perf rice SFP
“I have finished the meal.”

(18) =58 JABR Tu3.
saaml hou6 fungl kau4lu3
three number typhoon SFP
“It has become typhoon signal no. three already.”

For sentence (17), let’s consider the context that somebody does not know that you have
had the meal already and so he asked you to go for lunch. However, you are really full and then
you utter (17). In sentence (18), it highlights the fact that typhoon signal number three has been
hoisted now. The speaker thought that the hearer does not know this information and therefore he
utters (18).

Even though Li (2007) stated that tone 3 is a neutral tone which does not contribute any
meaning to the SFP; however, /u3 can convey a sense of negative feelings. Sometimes the thing
that out of your expectation may be always be regarded as negative event, therefore it is possible
to say that /u3 is attached to the utterance saying something unexpected or even unwanted to the
speaker or listener. See the examples below:

(19) B H R Iy lu3 -
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ngo5 tung4 neoi5 pang4 jauS fanl-zo2- sau2 lu3
I with girlfriend break-up.perf SFP
“I have broken up with my girlfriend.”

(20)  S:EAT Eprt e
jau5 mou5 syut3 goul sik6 aal zungb
have not ice-cream  eat SFP still

“Is there still any ice-cream?”

ARG Tu3, R XM R ATHIER.

sik6saai3 u3 nei5 jau6b m4 zou2 dil hang4 ceotl lai4
eat all SFP you again not early little walk out come

“It was eaten already, why don’t you come earlier?”

The speaker utters (19) or (20) are considering to inform the audience something that they
do not know, or here, do not expect. The speaker utters sentence (19) to tell the hearer who does
not know that he has broken up with his girlfriend. This sentence may also imply an unwanted or
even sad feeling since the speaker himself does not expect it to happen. Sentence (20) is a
conversation between “S” and “A”. When “S” asks whether there is still any ice-cream, normally
“S” expects there is some ice-cream left. Understand this expectation; the speaker “A” replied “It
was eaten already” by using /u3 so as to show the fact is unwanted by the hearer “S”.

To give a small conclusion on the semantic and pragmatic properties of /u3 here, the core
property of /u3 is change of state and current relevance, it can functions as making suggestion. It
can also mark newsworthy information. The rest of this chapter will show some sociolinguistic
factors that may also limit the use of /u3.

2.5 Formality

As stated by previous studies (e.g. Leung, 2005), SFPs are usually found in casual speech
and informal context. Let’s use the following sentence:

Q) F EE - #HUEE 3
ngo5 soeng6b nin4 batl zo2 jip6 lu3
I last  year graduate.perf SFP
“I have graduated since last year.”

Imagine there are two contexts that the same sentence is used: First, two friends are chatting
about their academic affairs in a casual atmosphere in a restaurant. Then the above sentence is
plausible. Second, if the background is inside a company, a graduate student is having interview.
When the boss asked when the interviewee graduated, the interviewee should not say the above
sentence as reply, since it will be regarded as impolite.

(22) & B&% e DR 3
ngo5 ji5 gingl zou6 saai3gungl fo3 lu3
I already doall homework SFP
“I have already done all of my homework.”
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The boy utters (22) in order to let the friend know that he has finished the homework.
However, if the boy is a student talking to his teacher, even though the above sentence is
grammatical, it is a impolite utterance.

2.6 Degree of seriousness

Fung (2000) said that /o3 possess the most intensive emotions, and /aa3 is less forceful.
Here, it is believed that /u3 is the least forceful among the three. In other words, /u3 shows the
most casual emotion. See the following examples:

(23)  aAH #U SF B 0 BEEN LNk o

Bun2 gong? faat3 ceotl gaml nin4 sau2 go3 hakl sikl bou6 jyu5 ging2 gou3 seon4 hou6
This Kong hoisted this year first CL black rainstorm warning signal
“Hong Kong hoisted the first “black” rainstorm warning signal.”

*b. A # SF HlE RORN BEagE 3
Bun2 gong? faat3 ceotl gaml nin4 sau2 go3 hakl sik1 bou6 jyu5 ging2 gou3 seon4 hou6 lu3

This Kong hoisted this year first CL black rainstorm warning signal
“Hong Kong hoisted the first “black” rainstorm warning signal.”
(HKET, 2013)

(24) a BREHE W ¥ MEH  #E A laa3 e
can4 zi3 waa4 janl waib6 taul je5 haa6 go3 jyut6 jiu3 jap6 juk6 laa3
Chan Chi Wa because steal thing next CL month need into jail SFP
“Chan Chi Wa is going to be sent to prison due to theft.”
. BEE HR %> NEA  #E OABR 3
can4 zi3 waa4 janl waib6 taul je5 haa6 go3 jyut6 jiu3 jap6 juk6 lu3
Chan Chi Wa because steal thing next CL month need into jail SFP
“Wa is going to be sent to prison due to theft.”

(25) a fB P B g P E JRAG o

Keoi5 ceot] mun4 m4 gei3 dakl daai3 zel sing4 sanl sapl saai3
He/She out door not remember bring umbrella whole body wet all
“He/She forgot to bring the umbrella when going out, so they got wet.”
b. £ HiFY et Wi S JEHN Tu3
Keoi5 ceotl mun4 m4 gei3 dakl daai3 zel sing4 sanl sapl saai3 lu3
He/She out door not remember bring umbrella whole body wet all SFP
“He/She forgot to bring the umbrella when going out, so they got wet.”

Sentence (23) is extracted from a newspaper. As stated in various studies, SFPs are not
commonly found in formal settings like news report, public speech or academic seminar. Even
though the information in (23b) involves a change of state from not hoisting the rainstorm signal
to the hoisting, sentence (23b) is unacceptable. Lu3 is expected to be used in informal settings
involve casual events, rather than indicating a serious event. The use of /u3 here will drastically
decrease the degree of seriousness, it can be possible only if the speaker is joking or does not
treat such event seriously. Sentence (24) is possible to be found in casual conversation. Although
one may argue that the information conveyed by sentence (24) can be a serious matter, the
speaker who utters this sentence may not really care about “Chan Chi Wa” or even to his crime.
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(25) is another example showing that the speaker who utters (25b) is teasing his/her friends to be
wet. It would be odd to use this sentence in formal context. Therefore, it can be regarded as a
tease or joke; and so /u3 is fine in this sentence.

To summarize this section, /u3 can function as realizing change of state, marking current
relevance, making suggestion, and showing newsworthy.

I11. Discussion

It is interesting to see that /u3 possess properties that are not the same as any existed SFPs.
In the beginning of this paper, we found that /u3 may be the variant of /aa3 or lo3. However, [u3
seems comprise the properties found in those two. The following table helps summarize all
functions found in /u3:

Table 1: properties of /u3 which can also be found in /aa3 and /o3.

Properties Laa3 Lo3 Lu3

Change of state

Current relevance X

Newsworthy X

Suggestion

Formality Highest mediate lowest
Degree of seriousness mediate highest lowest

In short, there are four prominent functions could be found in /u3. For semantic functions, it
can realize a change of state, and current relevance; in terms of sentence type, it marks a
suggestion; pragmatically, it shows newsworthy function. Here, we try to claim that there may be
two senses of /u3 in Cantonese. The first /u3; is an informative used in declarative sentence to
show change of state, current relevance, and newsworthy; the second one, /u3,, is to make
suggestion. These two /u3 are in complementary distribution. When the predicate inside a
sentence involves a stative verb, then the /u3 must be the second one, /u3;. See the examples
below:

26) & & BAEN W3-
ngo5 hai6 hoengl gong? jan4 lu3
I 'am Hong Kong person SFP
“I have become a Chinese resident.”
@n o P ;e
ngoSsikl zungl man?2 lu3
I know Chinese SFP
“I have acquired Chinese.”

“hai6” (am) and “sik1” (know) are stative verbs. The /u3; here marks a change of state that
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the speaker in (26) may not be a Hong Kong resident, but he is now; and in (27) the speaker
changes the state from having no knowledge about Chinese to acquire it. This sentence also
shows the noteworthy feature of /u3; which assumes that the audience did not know this fact
before. On the contrary, if the predicate involve a non-stative verb, the sentence can be
ambiguous. The sentence can be making a suggestion or an informative statement. Such as:

28) I o £ BEEL u3s e
ngo5 dei6 heoi3 tai2 hei3 u3
We go see film SFP
“We are going to see films.”/ “Let’s go to see films, shall we?”

Imagine there are three people hanging around together, A, B and C. A uttered the above
sentence which can be interpreted in two ways: first, A informed C that A would go to cinema

with B. Thus, /u3; is exemplified. The other interpretation is that A suggested all of them going

to the cinema together. Then, the /u3; is interpreted.
IV. Conclusion

It can be concluded that /u3 is a member of SFPs ‘I- family ‘. It shares the common semantic
properties and meanings with the other ‘/-family’ members, which is showing change of state.

Two senses of /u3 can be found in Cantonese. One is an informative /u3; used in declaratives
which shows change of state, current relevance and newsworthy. The other /u3, can make
suggestion and show newsworthy property. /u3; is compatible with stative verbs and non-stative;

while /u3, can only compatible with non-stative verb. Unlike what the previous literature’s claim,
lu3 is not identical to any existed SFPs; rather, it is a /-family member which integrates different
properties from other members. Even though /aa3 and /u3 are imformative SFP, /u3 does not
serve reminding function. Among the three SFP /aa3, lo3 and /u3, lu3 shows the least degree of
seriousness and it can only be used in informal context.

After investigating /u3 in this paper, two questions may be valuable to address. First, some
literature uses the structural mapping approach to account for the properties of SFPs; however, it
is rare to find any literature give explanation on the vowel “u” (e.g. [u3). In structural mapping
can account every SFPs, what is the meaning of “u” then? The second question is that if “x” has
a certain meaning, why does it only exist in the /-family? Can it appear in G-family as ‘Gu’ or
Z-famiy as ‘Zu’? These two questions may give important discovery in the field investigating
SFP in the future.

This study has three limitations: First, due to the time constraint, the data is not able to be
collected in a large amount. Second, because /u3 is a mainly adopted SFP by youngsters, many
corpuses could not find any data including /u3; only limited natural conversation by teenagers
can be extracted as data in this paper. Third, based on the results, the feature of newsworthy is
sometimes hard to tell. For example, a speaker utters (29) since the hearer did not know this fact.

(29)  BReEME HREL lu3 e
can4 coek3 waa4 lai4 gan2 lu3
Chan CheukWahcome.prog SFP
“Chan CheukWah is coming.”
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However, in reality, it is hard to assume someone’s attitude and mindset. It is difficult to
assume that whenever the speaker utters sentence with /u3, he/she must be assuming that the
hearer possess different attitude towards the message or even no idea to it. It shows that it is hard
to control or anticipate what other’s thinking in their mind.

This paper opens the door to the investigation on the SFP /u3. If structural mapping is
available to account for all SFPs, can the other families also generate a “u” endings particle?
what is the actual meaning of “u ”? If /u3 can be used under a certain assumption by the speaker
to the listener, how should we explain such assumption in speaker’s mind? Hope that this paper
can contribute to the study on Cantonese Linguistics and especially Cantonese sentence-final
particle.
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R TE A EEAER -
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Bl — BEEEEEIUEE (5 B2 2011:192)
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12 Redundancy in phonetic representation is essential to categorization. ( Ohala & Ohala 1995 )

13 Only one feature is chosen as expressing the contrast . This choice is arbitrary and often does not reflect the
perceptual or linguistic reality. ( Bybee 2001: 42-43)
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= -

% Natural sound patterns are sound patterns grounded in articulatory and perceptual properties of speech.( Blevins 2008:
126)

1 KA Evolutionary Phonogloy Y EER A ER 7= 5 » B[ LI Hansson (2008) °

22 Recurrent synchronic sound patterns have their origins in recurrent phonetically motivated sound change. ( Blevins
2004:5)
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A handful of standardized Cantonese listening proficiency tests are available worldwide each
with their respective characteristics. This presentation presents the current status of Cantonese
listening tests in the United States. For example, the Preliminary Chinese Proficiency Test
(Pre-CPT) and the Defense Language Proficiency Test (DLPT) are norm-referenced standardized
tests designed to measure proficiency in listening in Cantonese. Schools like Brigham Young
University (Foreign Language Achievement Tests - FLATS) and New York University (Foreign
Language Proficiency Exam) devise standardized placement tests for students preparing to
advance their Chinese skills. Assessment for specific professional purposes are also available
such as the Language and Literacy Assessment Rubric (LALAR) in California which is
district-developed for Cantonese listening across different levels of proficiency and the New
York State Teacher Certification Examination (NYSTCE) which assesses knowledge and skills
in Cantonese listening comprehension of teachers for bilingual education.

This presentation also discusses the significance and principles of the standard Language Skill
Level Descriptions and Interagency Language Roundtable (ILR) scale on which the Cantonese
listening DLPT is based. The ILR scale is a set of descriptions of different levels of proficiency
to communicate in a language. It consists of descriptions of eleven levels (six “base levels”, from
0 to 5, and five “plus levels” in between every two levels) of language proficiency, and is the
standard grading scale for language proficiency in the Federal Services in the U.S. Through an
authorized language examination, the DLPT, a skill level is assigned to a person. The Cantonese
Listening DLPT is such an examination to evaluate a person’s language listening skill by the test
performance. The assigned Cantonese listening proficiency level is a standard representation of
the person’s language skill throughout the U.S. government. The development of the Cantonese
Listening DLPT is discussed as an example of listening assessment in this presentation.
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The Aspectual Function of the Adverbial Modifier ging6(%))
in Colloquial Hong Kong Cantonese

Ken S.K. Cheng
The Hong Kong Polytechnic University

ging6(%y) as an adverbial modifier in colloquial Hong Kong Cantonese usually denotes
degree, i.e. “very” or “to a large extent”. Here is a typical example of ging6 in this respect:

O % % gE B M B
ngo5 ging6b zunglji3 nil wai2 louSsil
I very Like  this CL teacher
“I like this teacher very much.”

In (1), ging6 modifies the verb zunglji3, and functions to denote the degree of liking.
However, in certain cases, the denotation of ging6 seems to extend from degree to aspect.
Compare the following examples:

2 % g % E
ngol kam4maan5 ging6 gong2 din6waa2
I last night  “very” talk telephone
“I had been talking on the phone for hours last night.”

(3) & 8 E
ngol kam4maan5 gong2 din6waa2
I last night talk  telephone
“I talked on the phone last night.”

In (2), ging6 does not refer to talking on the phone, say, loudly (the dimension of degree).
Rather, it indicates the case of talking on the phone continuously for a substantial period of time
(progressive aspect). By contrast, when ging6 is absent in (3), the aspectual meaning concerned
is lost.  This reveals clearly that ging6 is the item bearing the aspectual function in (2).

Interestingly, in some cases, both the reading of degree and the reading of aspect are
possible. For example:

@ Ew % %@
kam4maan5 ging6 lok6jyu5
last night  “very” rain

“It rained heavily last night.”/“It had been raining last night.”/“It had been raining heavily
last night.”

This paper attempts to provide a more detailed analysis of the aspectual function of ging6
by investigating its use in different types of aspectual situations including state, activity,
accomplishment, semelfactive and achievement (Smith 1991). It is hoped that generalization
can be made on conditions or factors that trigger aspectual interpretation for the adverbial
modifier ging6.
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Referential interpretation of an existential expression in news reporting

Kuong, Joaquim
University of Macau

This study investigates the recent development of an existential phrase jauSjan4d A A being
used in written news reports as a referential expression. Based on a small corpus of written
reports on criminal offenses published in newspapers in Macau and Hong Kong, it is found that
in addition to the customary "someone" interpretation, jauSjan4 %A A is sometimes used as a
third person singular referential pronoun, a practice adopted by editors to maintain neutrality and
objectivity in reporting alleged offenses.

It is known that the Cantonese existential expression jauSjan4 A A and its Mandarin
counterpart, used in introducing new discourse participant(s) in narratives, are grammatically
unmarked for number, with the possibility to denote either singularity or duality depending on
the discourse context. However, the referential interpretation of jauSjan4 A A in the criminal
offense reports tends to be singular, as shown in (1):

() WEHZARQ TN W/ (e CM =OXXX EHH

'Around 2:00 a.m. yesterday, a 48-year-old woman named Wong drove a motorcycle with
the license no. CM30XXX.

TR ERJTHLFILE - Ay —28 ML £— XX fY L ReEE R o

At the Oriental Arch area, a taxi, license no. ML71XX, at the front [of the motorcycle] was
suspected to stop suddenly while making the turn.

BAUER AR Ry LRE > 20 AR AR

Someone was too late to apply the brake and hit the back of the taxi.
The woman fell off the motorcycle and to the ground.

SEREEHE IR - B AWRE K -

The front of the motorcycle in the accident was damaged.

Someone called the police for help.'

At first sight, the first instance of jaujjan4 & A in (1) introduces a new discourse participant
that is neither the taxi driver nor the motorcycle driver. Nevertheless, to make sense of this report,
the first existential expression in fact functions as a personal pronoun referring to the female
motorcycle driver in the accident.

This study finds that jau5jan4 #A A in similar reports appears to assume the role of a disclaimer
as found in legal writing. Although such a journalistic practice of subtle attribution of alleged
authorship to a defendant (or a suspect) in an accident or a criminal offense is at present only
limited in usage, it shows that editorial policies and extralinguistic factors may be powerful
enough to supersede the inherent grammatical properties of a linguistic form or to introduce new
meanings to existing forms, at the expense of discourse coherence. It is hoped that this study
contributes to our understanding of the various potential factors in language change.
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The semantics of sentence-final particle /ei4 in Cantonese

Yin-yee Lai, Peppina Po-lun Lee
City University of Hong Kong

This paper examines the semantics of Cantonese sentence-final particle (SFP) lei4 ‘come’. When

used in simplex sentences, it is widely acknowledged that /ei4 conveys four kinds of temporal

and aspectual information, namely perfectivity (Yiu 2001), discontinuity (Yiu 2001), anteriority
(Lee and Yiu 1999, Tang 1999), and recency (Tang 1999, Lee and Yiu 1999, Yiu 2001, Leung
2005, Cheung 1972/2007). Along these lines, lei4 is analyzed as i) a recent past tense marker
(Tang 1999); ii) a perfective marker (Yiu 2001), iii) an anteriority marker (Lee and Yiu 1999), or
iv) a present perfect marker, on a par with Mandarin SFP /aizhe (c.f. Chen 2005, 20006).

In this paper, we will argue that none of the above analyses can adequately account for the

semantics of /ei4, and sentences below reveal their limitations.

o)

@

3)

“

Hoenglgongl soeng6-go3-laiSbaai3 lok6jyus lei4, (?gaml-go3-laiSbaai3 doul jau$ lok6.)
‘It rained last week in Hong Kong and it also rained this week.’
Keoi5 se2-?(-gwo/-zo/- jyun) saaml-pinl man4 leid.
‘S/he has written three essays.’
Keoi5 kam4maan5 faan6-hau6, daa2-gwo3 dinbwaa6 bei2 nei5 lei4.
‘Last night after the dinner, s/he phoned you.’
Zik6zi3-kam4jat6/*muk6cind-waidzi2 keoi5 jam2(-zo2) saaml buil gaa3fel leid.
‘Until yesterday/*now, s/he has drunk three cups of coffee.’
As a past tense marker, /ei4 would simply require the event to occur prior to the speech time.

However, sentence (1) shows that if /ei4 is used in the first clause with ‘last week’, one cannot
continue the sentence by assuming that another event of the same token occurred after “last
week”. This would be failed to be accounted for if /ei4 is merely a past tense marker.

If lei4 is a perfective marker, its occurrence alone would be able to present the situation in its
entirety. However, sentence (2) shows that without the presence of a perfective marker or a
RVC, the relevant sentence fails to mark the completion/termination of the situation.

If lei4 is an anteriority marker, the event time has to be prior to the reference time. However,
sentence (3) shows that this is in fact not necessary. While both events happened in the past,
the event associated with /ei4 does not precede the reference time, i.e. the dinner, presenting a
temporal order of [RT < ET < ST].

Claiming that /ei4 is a present perfect marker would mean a temporal order of [ET < RT,ST]
(c.f. Reichenbach 1947), i.e. the reference time is simultaneous with the speech time.
However, sentence (4) shows that /ei4 requires the reference time to be totally preceding ST.
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Based on the above, we instead propose that the basic semantics of /ei4 is a temporal modifier
which marks ‘recency’ in simplex sentences, formally termed as “recency marker” in our
analysis. As a recency marker, /ei4 requires that (1) the temporal distance between the event time
(ET) and the reference time (RT)/the speech time (ST) has to be relatively short, which is subject
to the objective judgment of the speaker, and (2) in terms of event occurrence, a second
occurrence of the same event (defined as events of the same token) is not allowed in the interval
between ET and ST/RT specified. Our analysis is supported in the following way.

e Sentence (2) shows that since /ei4 is to measure the temporal distance and such measurement
starts from the boundary of an entity, the entirety of the eventuality including the final
endpoint (cf. Smith 1997) is therefore needed.

e Sentence (4) further supports that /ei4 is a distance marker and thus a distance between ET
and ST must be involved.

e Sentence (1) shows that the second occurrence of the event by the speech time is prohibited.

e Sentence (3) can be accounted for in this way: since /ei4 simply measures the distance
between ET and RT or ET and ST, it can naturally measure the distance between ET and ST
in the case of (3).
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Acquisition of Cantonese/Chinese Relative Clauses by Deaf Children in Hong
Kong

Scholastica Wai-sze LAM
The Chinese University of Hong Kong

The oral form and written form of Chinese used by Hong Kong people basically follow two
different grammars, Cantonese and Mandarin (Chen 1999). Hong Kong children face a
challenging task when they learn Chinese because they need to handle two different grammars in
two different forms. The task for deaf children is even more difficult because their Cantonese is
still developing when they start to attend schools. Therefore, it would be most intriguing to

examine their development of Cantonese and Mandarin grammar together.

Relative clauses could be a window through which we explore such development.
Acquisition of relative clauses by typically-developing children has been studied for decades
(Hamburger & Crain 1982, Sheldon 1974, Tavakolian 1981, among others). Studies on the
production of Chinese relative clauses, including Cantonese and Mandarin relative clauses, are
relatively limited and focus is largely on the order of difficulty of different types of relative clauses
(Hsu et al 2009, Ning and Liu 2009 on Mandarin, Lau 2006, Chan et al 2007 on Cantonese).
Research on deaf children generally report that they have problems with relative clauses in oral
form (Friedmann & Szterman 2006) and in written form (Berent 2009, Lillo-Martin 1998). Little
is known about the order of difficulty of different types of relative clauses. This paper examines
whether there is subject-object asymmetry in the production of relative clauses in both oral form
and written form by the same group of deaf children.

Two studies were conducted to explore this question. Study 1 was an elicited production task
on Cantonese modified from Zukowski’s (2001) experiment. Study 2 was a written test adopting
similar methodology used in Study 1. In both studies, subject-gapped and object-gapped relative
clauses were elicited via subject which questions and object which questions. A total of 23 deaf
children having 5 to 10 years of Cantonese exposure were tested.

In Study 1, 16 out of 23 children produced 222 intelligible relative clauses. 144/222 (64.86%)
are grammatical relative clauses and 78/222 (35.14%) are ungrammatical relative clauses. No
subject or object advantage is observed with the deaf children group (t(15)=0.000, p = 1.0). But
the hearing children reference group shows significantly better performance with subject
relatives ((48)=6.589, p = .000). Some common errors observed from both hearing and deaf
children are (i) wrong head error (i.e. maaSlau4 tek3 dou2 ge3 hung4zai2 ‘the bear that the
monkey kick’ instead of tek3hung4zai2 go2 zek3 maa5Slaud ‘the monkey that the bear kick.’, (ii)
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resumptive NP error (e.g. hung4 naau6 zyul go?2 jatl zek3 zyul ‘the pig that the bear scolded”’)
and (iii) absence of syntactic movement of the head noun (e.g. zyulzai2 pou5 zyu6 maaulmaaul
go2 go3 ‘the cat that the pig held’). But these errors constitute only a small proportion of all
errors produced. 77.94% of the erroneous responses are the use of simple declaratives.

In Study 2, only 7 students produced Chinese relative clauses in written form and these 7
students also produced grammatical Cantonese relative clauses in Study 1. 94.87% of these
relative clauses are grammatical. Similar to the results observed in Study 1, the accuracies of
subject-gapped versus object-gapped relative clauses, when produced, are close. The non-target

answers may be in the form of determiner phrase (e.g. — % -\ &), verb phrase (e.g. # /N #&
instead of % /[N # &) F 7%) or simple declaratives ([ — 1Bl 4k4k £ H 48 48] R F-& instead of [4k
SRy HE4A] R B o). The use of simple declaratives is also the biggest error.

Taken together, deaf children generally have difficulties in producing the relative clauses in
both oral form and written form. Though limited by hearing loss, more deaf children produced
relative clauses in oral form than in written form. Nonetheless, the high frequency of simple
declaratives suggests the lack of syntactic movement for relative clauses in deaf children’s
grammar.
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Ge3-insertion in Hong Kong Cantonese: The view from de-insertion in
Mandarin

Thomas Hun-tak Lee and Margaret Ka-yan Lei
Language Acquisition Laboratory, Chinese University of Hong Kong

This study re-examines the phenomenon of ge3-insertion in Hong Kong Cantonese in light
of recent analyses of Mandarin nominal structure. Previous studies of ge3-insertion in Hong
Kong Cantonese (Luke and Lancarrow 1993, C. Tsang 1995, W. Tsang 1997, Wong 1999, Lee
2002, 2006, 2007) saw the phenomenon as a syntactic change involving violation of the
constraint on nominalizer insertion in a sortal-classifier context (e.g. saaml bun2 (*ge3) syul
"three books"), as opposed to the optionality of ge3 in a non-sortal one (e.g. saaml wun2 (ge3)
tongl "three bowls of soup") (Cheung 2007), resulting in an erosion of the putative count/mass
distinction in Cantonese (Lee 2007).

Based on naturalistic speech in Hong Kong Cantonese using radio and television recordings,
ge3-insertion was found to occur at a rate of 1.1% in the 1980s and 1.8% in the 1990s
respectively of noun phrases with pre-modification in a sortal-classifier context (W. Tsang 1997);
whereas ge3-insertion accounted for less than 1% of occurrence when all instances of noun
phrases were considered (Wong 1999). While these empirical studies have furnished quantitative
data documenting the change, the data do not show clear indication of the percentage of
ge3-insertion in the opportunities of their occurrence (Wong 1999) or how the figures were
calculated (W. Tsang 1997). Using 30 hours of interview data produced by adult Cantonese
speakers in the 1990s, Lee (2007) identified three types of linguistic contexts that are conducive
to ge3-insertion: (a) when the noun is preceded by a non-sortal classifier; (b) when the noun
phrase is quasi-referential in nature; and (c) when there is stacking of determiner or modifier
phrases in prenominal position. In adopting a uniform structural analysis of Cantonese nominal
for both sortal and non-sortal classifiers based on Cheng and Sybesma (1999)'s account for
Mandarin nominals, Lee's analysis fails to capture the differences in permissibility of
ge3-insertion between the two types of classifiers.

Recently, a number of studies on Mandarin nominal structure (Tang 1990, 2005, Hsieh
2008, Her and Hsieh 2010, X. Li 2011, Her 2012, X. Li and Rothstein 2012, A. Li 2013, Zhang

2011, 2013) have suggested that the nominalizer de in Mandarin can also be inserted after a
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sortal classifier when the nominal receives a quantity-denoting interpretation or when the
quantity is being emphasized, a phenomenon which Li and Rothstein (2012) analyzed in terms of
a left-branching structure with the [Num-CL] forming a constituent with the quantity information
in focus. The fact that a nominal's interpretation might affect the permissibility of de-insertion in
Mandarin calls for the need to examine the semantic contexts under which ge3-insertion occurs
in Hong Kong Cantonese, especially since previous studies did not provide details of contexts
relevant to the quantity reading.

In this study, we analyze naturalistic data from Hong Kong Cantonese using 4 hours of
radio broadcasts from the 2010s as well as a mini-corpus on spontaneous occurrence of
ge3-insertion structures we have collected, examining the semantic contexts under which
ge3-insertion occur and adopting a consistent methodology for estimating the frequency of
ge3-insertion in spoken Cantonese today. The following issues are addressed: (i) Does the
quantity-reading environment facilitate ge3-insertion in Cantonese on a par with de-insertion in
Mandarin? (ii) To what extent can the quantity-reading environment cover the ge3-insertion
violations in Cantonese? If not, what are the linguistic environments that distinguish Cantonese
from Mandarin with respect to the permissibility of nominalizer insertion? (iii) What are the
implications of the recent proposals on Mandarin nominal structure for our understanding of the
Cantonese nominals, in particular the left-branching account on Mandarin nominals with de
under the quantity-reading?

Our preliminary findings reveal that while Cantonese resembles Mandarin in permitting
ge3-insertion to occur in the quantity-reading environment with a sortal classifier, Cantonese
shows a higher tolerance of ge3-insertion in a variety of contexts including referential as well as
the predicative environments. For instance, while ge3-insertion can occur in the presence of a
demonstrative in Cantonese, the corresponding de-construction in Mandarin is not possible as the
presence of a demonstrative would make an individual rather than a quantity-reading to be more
prominent (Zhang 2011, 2013). The differences in the permissibility of nominalizer insertion
between Cantonese and Mandarin provide further evidence that the two languages bear

substantially different nominal structures (Sio 2006).
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Metaphorical Extensions of the Localizer “-cyu3 (&) as Reflected in the
Nineteenth Century Cantonese Narrative Data

Shin KATAOKA
The Hong Kong Institute of Education

By using newly found early Cantonese narrative data, this study explores the metaphorical
extensions of the localizer -cyu3. We have decided to use narrative stories in hope that we can
examine our data in natural contexts. In Mandarin Chinese, localizers such as -/i, -shang are
attached to make a noun locative, e.g. fangjian-/i (in the room), shan-shang (on the mountain),
etc. These localizers are suffixes as they cannot be used on their own. In contemporary
Cantonese, -dou6 is used to serve a similar function, as in fong2-dou6 (in the room). However, in
written Cantonese materials produced in the nineteenth century, the term used to serve a similar
function is not -dou6, but -cyu3. Cyu3, or its phonetically simplified form syu3, is a bound
morpheme denoting ‘place’ (equivalent to chu in Mandarin). To put it simple, locative nouns in

Cantonese consist of a noun followed by ‘place’ in Cantonese.

When -cyu3 is used with the existential verb 4ai2 in early Cantonese, it becomes an existential
construction meaning fo be present, to be here/there, etc. The metaphorical shift from space to
aspect can be observed when it is used as a pre-verbal adverb, or post-verbal complement,

signaling progressive and durative aspects respectively. Kataoka (2010) claims that -cyu3 was

closely related to the development of the Cantonese progressive marker gan? in its early stage.

One of significant features of -cyu3 in the narrative data was that there are tokens where -cyu3
appear at the sentence final position, following a verb phrase or an adjectival phrase. It is of our
interest in two points: firstly the contemporary counterpart -dou6 does not share this function;
and secondly this grammatical phenomenon could be compared with other Southern Chinese
dialects, such as Min or Wu, in which localizers are used to serve non-spatial meanings (Liu
1996, Shi 1996). By combing through early Cantonese data, we claim that in early Cantonese,
the sentence-final -cyu3 had metaphorically evolved to denote current state such as degree or size

while preserving the locative construction.
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Classification of Yue and Pinghua: A Lexicostatistical Approach

Szeto Pui Yiu
The Chinese University of Hong Kong

Since being recognized as a major dialect group by the Language Atlas of China (1987),
Pinghua has attracted an unprecedented level of attention in Chinese Dialectology. The
relationship between Yue and Pinghua remains controversial nowadays, and most Chinese
Dialectology textbooks (e.g. Li & Xiang 2009) only consider Pinghua a subgroup of Yue.

This study aims to shed new light on the classification problem of Yue and Pinghua by
means of quantitative analysis. Unlike most previous works on Chinese dialect classification, this
study focuses on lexical comparison instead of phonological comparison, which may reflect the
genetic relationship between different languages more accurately (Deng & Wang 2009). Based
on the data in the Linguistic Atlas of Chinese Dialects (Cao 2008), this study identified 180
lexical items appropriate for cross-dialectal comparison and carried out lexicostatistical analysis
using the MEGA 5 software package (Tamura et al. 2011). The results suggest that Southern
Pinghua is closely related to some Yue dialects in Guangxi, while Northern Pinghua is neither
closely related to Southern Pinghua nor the various Yue dialects. The results support the view
that Southern Pinghua and Northern Pinghua should be treated separately — the former should be
classified as a subgroup of Yue, while the latter should be classified as a separate group. Further
analysis suggests that Northern Pinghua may have shifted away from the Yue group because of
its contact with Xiang and Southwest Mandarin. The findings of this study are consistent with
the historical records of population migration and can complement the phonology-based
traditional classification schemes.
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Utterance-final intonation and sentence-final particles in Cantonese

ZHANG Ling

Department of Chinese & Bilingual Studies,
The Hong Kong Polytechnic University

In previous experimental studies on utterance-final intonation of Cantonese, investigators
tended to use content word as the final syllable and avoided to use sentence-final particles (SFP
henceforth) in their designed utterances. No previous work systematically compared the
utterances with and without an SFP. The systematic acoustic experiment conducted in the present
study filled this gap.

Two cross-cutting dichotomies were analyzed here: one is declarative versus question; the
other is absence versus presence of an SFP. Thus, there are four sentence types: declarative
without an SFP (DN henceforth), question without an SFP (QN henceforth), declarative with an
SFP (DP henceforth), and question with an SFP (QP henceforth).

Six trunks were designed to be composed of same-tone syllables and in the format of
“Subject (3 syllables) + Adverbial Modifier (2 syllables) + Verb (2 syllables) + Object (2
syllables)”, e.g. the trunk of Tone 1 is: “GEHE S FHEE{Z 2 EE". The four sentence types were
realized by adding the required SFP to the trunks or telling the informants (twelve native
speakers of Cantonese) what kind of intonation we intended to obtain.

The experimental results indicated that for all four sentence types, the utterance-body
intonation is declining, and all the non-final syllables of level/falling tones show descending
pitch contours. At the syllable level and in the utterance-body part, the four sentence types only
show minor differences in pitch register and even smaller differences in pitch slope.

The most remarkable distinction among the four sentence types happens at the end of the
utterances. The final syllable of DN is affected by the final declination, which has significantly
lower pitch register and slightly more declining pitch contour compared with non-final syllables.
The final syllable of QN shows an outstanding characteristic of sharp-rising pitch shape, which
even overrides the force of the original lexical tone, i.e., the tonal distinction may be neutralized.
For utterances with an SFP, the SFP itself carries the function of indicating whether an utterance
is a declarative or a question. The trunk-final syllable of DP and QP does not show extraordinary
behavior as DN-final and QN-final. Thus, adding an SFP after the trunk can discharge the
intonation burden on the trunk-final syllable.

Here we propose that all the utterances have an SFP, either in the segmental or segmentless
form. The segmental form is the traditionally observed form, which lies on at least one
independent segment. Utterance-final intonation can be regarded as a kind of segmentless SFP,
which is a floating contour superimposing at the final syllable of the utterance. In this way, the
concepts of SFP and utterance-final intonation can be connected.
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Translation for the Stage—A Functional Discourse Analysis on King Lear
and its Cantonese Translation

R L
Tep E TR MR

Abstract: Systemic Functional Linguistics (hereafter SFL) is primarily designed to establish a
theoretical framework for discourse analysis. Although the theory is constructed preliminarily for
analysis on discourse in English, recent years have seen researches in Functional Discourse
Analysis in Chinese and other languages flourish.

Such developments have made possible the applications of SFL to translation activities. It
offers a linguistic theoretical framework for analysis on translation works. Instead of making an
empirical or impressionist approach adopted by scholars of literary studies, a linguistic approach
to translation activities features in providing qualitative and quantitative criterions and in seeking
solid evidence in the language when being used to account for phenomena in translation
activities.

This paper focuses on carrying out a Functional Discourse Analysis on the play King Lear
by Shakespeare and its Cantonese translation by Jane Lai, which is a play script for stage
performance. Through this analysis, a better understanding of the translation of dramatic texts
has been provided: translation activities of dramatic texts are directed by their usage—for the
page or for the stage. One could easily understand that the language of dramatic texts of both
kinds differ from each other. However, one might not have a clear picture in mind that even if
the source text itself is for stage performance, a literal or honest translation of it does not
guarantee a theatre-oriented play script in the target language. Also, the same stage effect in the
Source Text might not be guaranteed to achieve in the target text. Necessary adjustments have to
be made to fit in a foreign stage.

The aim of the present study is to provide better insight to translation studies within the
framework of SFL proposed by Halliday. The corresponding objectives are to discover and
highlight the linguistic features of performance-oriented play scripts, to give descriptions and
explanations to such phenomena through the execution of a Functional Discourse Analysis, and
to finally find out the ways stage effects are realized through choices in the target language
system. In this analysis, detailed observations on the data have been made based on the three
Metafunctions of language and their realizations, which are the Experiential Metafunction, the
Interpersonal Metafunction and the Textual Metafunction. Meanwhile, this paper also outlines
some features of Cantonese from the perspective of SFL.
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