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The Polarity Features and Expletive Negation Constructions of The

Verbs Meaning ‘Regret’ and ‘Blame’ in Mandarin Chinese Revisited

Abstract: The article re-examines the polarity features of the complements of the verbs meaning
‘regret’ and ‘blame’ in Mandarin Chinese based on Yuan(2012;2014). The article shows that these
two kinds of verbs cannot license negative polarity item (NPI) ‘renhe’ (‘any’) and NPI-minimizers,
and they display upward entailing in monotonicity. Also, it shows that the negative element
‘bugai’(‘should not have...”) is not part of the semantic presupposition of these two kinds of verbs.
The evidences above illustrate that the polarity features of ‘regret’ and ‘blame’ are contrary to those
of negative sentences, thus should not be considered as implicit negative verbs. Based on the
findings above, the article shows that the negative element “bugai”(‘should not’) in the so-called
“redundant/expletive negation” construction “houhui (bugai) VP”(‘regret (should not have...)VP’)
is actually a real negative and it belongs to another clause. This kind of “expletive negation” is
related to the counterfactual thinking context triggered by the meaning of verbs of ‘regret/blame’.
Keywords: implicit negative verbs; ‘regret’; ‘blame’; negative polarity items; expletive negation;
counterfactual thinking



