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As the second language learning progresses, learners develop their second-language (L2) phonological U n ive rs ity Of S 0 Uth Ca ro I i n a

and lexical knowledge along the way. One question is how these prior pheonelegical and lexical
knowledge play a role for learners te learn more vocabulary? In this talk, using Mandarin Chinese as a
second language, I will present research findings that demonstrate tone word learning by non-tonal
language speakers {e.g., native English speakers) was affected by learners’ prior phonelogical knowledge

{e.g., homophone) and lexical knowledge (e.g., syllable token frequency). Once acoustic variability (e.g.,

multi-talker veices) is introduced in the tone word learning phase then the effect of prior phonelogical D ate e 9 M a rc h 2 0 2 2 We d n e s d a
and lexical knewledge on tone word learning became diminished significantly. We argue that the .

ehserved effect of prior phoneological and lexical knowledge ontone word learning is mo dulated by talker ®

familiarity. For tonal language speakers {e.g., Vietnamese speakers), we found their difficulty in learning T I m e @ & 1 &

tone words in L2 Chinese mainly lies in some negative transfer of native-language (L1) Vietnamese tones. @ @ a m - @ p m

They also benefit from positive transfer of L1 tones as they were overall more sensitive to tone categories

at lexical level among the words they learned in L2 Chinese compared to native English spealers in a ® -

lexical decision task. Thus, we argue that L1 non-tonal and tonal language speakers differ qualitatively in a n g u a ge ® E n I s

L2 tone word learning.
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